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For more information, contact SA Stud Book on 
051 410 0900 or visit the websites  

www.sastudbook.co.za or www.logix.org.za.

focus

T
oo few commercial and 
even stud farmers do proper 
research into the next 
breeding bull they want 
to buy. In many cases the 
next bull used on the farm 

is chosen merely for its utter beauty, 
or because it is a bull bred from a well-
known brand. Breeding bulls are often 
bought without any information at 
hand, and without any indication as to 
the true breeding ability of the bull.

Fortunately, we live in a technological era 
where powerful cell phones and computers 
give us access to a wealth of information 
via the Internet – not only in respect of 
everyday events, but also with regard to the 
genetic value of breeding bulls.

The ideal breeding bull differs from 
farm to farm and from production 
system to production system. Even the 
genetic levels of a specific herd can 
change, causing the traits of the ideal 
breeding bull on this farm to change at 
the same time.

The ideal breeding bull
The traits the ideal breeding bull 
should possess are determined by the 
physical environment and production 
system within which the bull and its 
progeny need to produce and reproduce 
sustainably. These include functional 
efficiency, adaptability, longevity, 
reproduction and production traits.

Only traits that can be linked to 
profitability and/or sustainability should 
be taken into account. Only once these 
traits have been identified and defined, 
can research be conducted in order 
to search for the next breeding bull. 
The choice of breeding bull can either 
support or diminish the survival of the 
cattle farming enterprise.

Buying a breeding bull is a weighty decision

Several aids are freely available on 
the Internet to search for a breeding 
bull with the right genetic ability, but 
one of the most exciting is certainly 
SABeefbulls.com (www.SABeefbulls.com). 
This site allows emerging, commercial or 
stud breeders to simply choose  
his/her breed of choice, indicate the 
criteria for the ideal bull, and receive a 
list of all qualifying bulls – all with the 
click of a button. 

Being a breeding animal, such a 
list will include the pedigree, genetic 
reproduction and production values of 
each bull. Furthermore, when using the 
platform, any bull of any breed can be 
searched on an individual basis.

Figure 1: A typical three-generation 
stud book.

Genetic ability
Due to economic pressures, the practice 
of choosing breeding bulls based only 
on their appearance and without having 
considered their genetic information, 
has well and truly passed. The livestock 
industry is increasingly following the 
example of cash crop production, where 
profitability and sustainability depends 
on precision farming practices. Precision 
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farming practices in the livestock 
industry start with the genetic ability of 
breeding animals on the farm.

The latest addition to most of the 
auction catalogues of the breeds 
using SABeefbulls.com, is the so-called 
QR code. These codes can merely be 
scanned with a smartphone or tablet to 
view the relevant animals’ genetic values 
and pedigrees. 

Recipe for buying a breeding bull:
•	 Know your markets and products, as 

well as what the market expectations 
are.

•	 Set a clear objective of what you 
want to achieve with your cattle herd 
to ensure a sustainable, profitable 
production system.

•	 Identify measurable, heritable traits 
of economic importance that will 
help you to produce animals that 
meet your requirements.

•	 Make sure you know the genetic 
levels of your current cow herd.

•	 Look for bulls according to 
genetic breeding values that will 
complement your current cow 
herd and thus ensure that the next 
generation is closer to your objective 
for the herd.

•	 Pay attention to the accuracy of the 
genetic breeding values of bulls you 
are interested in.

•	 Pay attention to the pedigree of the 
bull you want to buy and make sure 
that the bull’s father at the very least 
was confirmed by DNA.

•	 Make sure the bull is 100% 
functionally efficient.

•	 Buy the best bull you can afford; 
however, his progeny in the herd 
must offer a good return on your 
investment. SF


